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by. Taper now plans another banquet, and sends her slave
Ambergris to invite Moth to be present. There ensues a
dispute of the usual mundzara type between Ambergris and
Camphor as to their respective merits, which is brought to
an end by the appearance of a radiant sheykh or saint
named Nuru3llah, "the Light of God," who gives a mystical
explanation of the subject of their dispute. Lastly at a third
and final banquet, Taper orders Moth to be brought into
her immediate presence, whereupon, overcome with ecstasy
of love, he dies at her feet, and she, overcome with regret,
weeps great tears all through the night and expires in the
morning.

5- The Contention of Spring and Winter,

In this poem, which describes in allegorical form the contest
of the seasons, Spring and Winter are represented as two
great rival Kings, while Summer is but the friend and ally
of the former, and Autumn the harbinger and herald of the
latter. The poem opens at the point when Winter, encamped
on Mount Olympus, has driven spring from Brusa and the
surrounding country, and compelled him to retreat with his
forces to the plains beside the sea-shore. Spring now prepares
to attack his enemy, but before doing so sends him in due
form a summons to withdraw, which he entrusts to his herald,
the Zephyr. Winter, on receiving this challenge, rages more
furiously than ever, tears up the message and casts it in
Zephyr's face, and calls on his hosts to attack Spring without
delay. Spring thereupon prepares to resist him, and first
sends forward the snow-drops as scouts into the enemy's
territory. These are soon rc-inforced by the primroses and
other spring flowers, and the earth opens its treasures to the
advancing conqueror, pouring forth the silver of the brooks,